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Glow
“I love this image as it shows the intensity of children’s involvement 
in 5x5x5=creativity work. (It’s also a great example of effective 
documentation, a brief telling moment captured for future 
reflection). Alice, Stephen, Izzy and Toyah are enacting their own 
dramatic version of a story that they had been exploring with Sasha, 
our partner artist. Alice, talking about their story, said, “It could 
be different couldn’t it?”, and this perfectly describes the influence 
5x5x5=creativity had on our teaching. We became more open to 
ways that school could be different, more creative and responsive to 
the children’s interests.” 

Ed Harker, Headteacher

St Saviour’s CofE Nursery and Infant School, Bath 2003
Artist: Sasha Laskey
Cultural Centre: Theatre Royal Bath
Mentor: Penny Hay



Glow
The children were captivated.  They were transported to another 
world; a world with endless possibilities for making and creating.  
They stretched their imaginations as they explored, played and 
made amazing discoveries.

Marksbury Primary School
Visited the Forest of Imagination 2014
Artist: Helen Lawrence
Cultural Centre: Natural Theatre Co.
Mentor: Penny Hay



Glow
Forest of Imagination is a place where everyone can explore their 
own creativity. It offers a re-imagining of a familiar space into a 
fantastical world to inspire intuitive play, imaginative thought and to 
heighten a sense of nature in the city.

Part landscape, part city, part gallery, the Forest engages everyone 
in a seriously playful and alternative experience of nature, 
contemporary art, landscape and architecture. 

Forest is a wild place, a metaphorical retreat from the everyday 
urban world, with delight and darkness, colour and light, re-
purposed, natural and intelligent materials, to share the innate 
creativity of human nature.

Forest of Imagination 2014
5x5x5=creativity, Grant Associates, Ideas of the Mind, 
Bath Spa University, Bath Illuminate and RSA 



Glow
Understanding Change
Not knowing anything about the exhibition, the children were filled 
with curiosity from the outset.  This skill was enhanced through 
opportunities to explore through questioning, active discovery 
and by being artists. They celebrated their belief in themselves as 
artists and became architects of a new environment by creating an 
installation in their classroom.
 
All children were involved in the processes and became “crew” not 
“passengers”. The stewardship of their creation continued with 
decision making about building materials, construction techniques 
and problem solving.  

Change can be tangible and the children can be curators of that 
change.  It can arise from experiential and imaginative moments 
and be harnessed for a variety of purposes.

St Vigor and St John CofE Primary School, Chilcompton
Cultural Centre: Victoria Art Gallery Bath: Ship of Fools exhibition
Artist: Edwina Bridgman
Mentor: Penny Hay



Glow
Glowing and flowing
“Our artist took me on the tour around the building and we saw a 
funny landmark - it was a guy taking a leak and we saw a naked 
lady without a face – it made me laugh till my stomach ached”.

“When we went into the Holburne museum I was inspired by Julian 
Opie’s modern work and it made me create one of his pieces and I 
picked one that caught my eye and I stepped over to it and my pencil 
started glowing and glowing and flowing til it formed its shape and 
made the picture. The picture formed its shape in loads of different 
ways, at one point it looked like a girl but it turned out good. I am very 
proud of my work because it turned out how I wanted it to look and the 
detail was astonishing and I feel good that people will look at my work 
and will say – boy that is good.”

Ruel’s glow moments from the Julian Opie exhibition 2014
School Without Walls, the egg theatre and 5x5x5=creativity 
St Michaels C Of E Junior School 
Cultural Centre: Holburne Museum: Louise Campion    
Artists: Chloe Masterton and John East 
Mentor: Liz Elders

Schools without walls:
creative manifesto
1. Be free to follow your fascinations

2. Ask and explore your own questions

3. Trust in your own ideas and interests

4. Express yourself

5. Work independently 

6. Create a safe space to take risks

7. Attempt without the fear of failure

8. Be ok with the unknown 

9. Be kind

10. Remember all our ideas matter

11. Choose how you do things

12. Be creative! 

13. Do things in a different way 

14. Cherish everyone’s individual way of doing things

15. Think outside the bubble

16. Use your senses 

17. Create time and space to explore and learn

18. Make real life choices

19. Be happy, engaged and achieve your best

20. Feel connected to your city and community

Children and adults from ‘Schools without walls’ 2014



Glow
Tommy’s book
A pirate theme had evolved from time spent 
in the Quiet garden with a group of 4 to 5 year 
old Reception year children. The ship that the 
children built outside developed into a large boat 
built in the school hall, constructed from chicken 
wire and plaster of Paris. Tommy said “The boat 
is a hundred, thousand years old,” the boys and 
Tommy in particular were fascinated with maps, 
treasure and old books. On one occasion in the 
school hall I had laid a table with a variety of 
Scrapstore materials, mark-making options, 
paper, fabrics and some old postcards from The 
Historic Palaces collection. 

Tommy whose grandfather had recently died 
collected all of the postcards together and began 
to make another book.

“I’m fascinated in books, in funeral books, my Dad’s 
Dad has died. The cards remind me of my Dad’s 
Dad. I went to my Dad’s Mum’s house and loads 
of people came to my Dad’s Mum’s house. I can’t 
really remember what happened then… I’m going to 
save some pictures for my Mum and Dad. (Sticking 

cards to paper) I’m saving that one, that one, not 
this one, because it’s like a funeral (postcard of cups 
and saucers.) The cups and saucers remind me, 
because usually people eat afterwards. Jesus got 
crucified, I used to say my Grandma got crucified. 
So, I making a funeral book, this reminds me of 
the funeral. I’m cutting the paper, it’s too big, the 
pictures won’t fit in, I’m not going to draw it… I’ve 
got to fold it, so it’s a funeral book.” 

Tommy searches the table for other materials, he 
found some shells. “They might be interesting to 
put on the front page.” He stuck these down with 
sellotape. “There, I’ve drawn my face.” He then 
writes ‘author by Tommy’. “The book and pictures 
tell me about my Dad’s Dad.” He then went to 
another table and modelled a pirate ship from 
clay. At the end of the year all of the children’s 
drawings, constructions and documentation 
were exhibited at our cultural centre, The Egg for 
parents and teachers to see.

Tommy’s Dad was visibly moved when he saw 
Tommy’s books and the documentation that 
revealed how his son was making sense of the 
loss he so deeply felt. 

St.Stephen’s CofE Primary School Bath 2008
Artist: Linda Baker Smith
Mentor: Mary Fawcett



Glow
Finally, a solution
We don’t need a lot
Just give us a little greenery
Our goals could all be achieved quite easily
We could design the scenery
It needs to have an ice rink
We could draw you up a plan
In the time it’d take an eye to blink, I think…
It also needs a warm pool for swimming in
And perhaps a choir that could teach us how to sing a hymn
Music is crucial, our forest of the future
Will be suitably tuneful, beautiful, truthful
Without so much as a spoonful of judgment

All it’d take is a small readjustment
Money will be rendered redundant
And will all spend love recklessly
And never be reluctant
And nobody will ever try and tell us that we mustn’t
If we can make this happen maybe then we’ll be triumphant…
By the way, we want a utopia please
We’d like angel’s to hail the approach of the bees
So that petal’s can open and offer their goods
On cue, also, in our forest slash woods
We want to do more than just hop over brooks
We want freerunning facilities
Think of the possibilities
All we needed was a little positivity
And now the limit is infinity – we’ve solved creativity!
I’m glad that’s sorted, what’s next on the itinerary?

Finally a Solution created by Toby Thompson with 
inspiration from eight young people from Bath as 
part of the Forest of Imagination event 2014



Glow
We build a tardis-like structure in the heart of Writhlington school. Students 
and staff take up residence. It’s a den. It’s safe. We forget we are in school. 
We travel to new places digitally and also in our hearts, minds and bodies.

Students are given a remote tour around the planetarium in Bristol and 
five minutes later are talking animatedly but seriously to Astrophysicist 
Dr Darren Baskill and Hadron Collider student Vicky Stephens at Sussex 
University. The students ask: Where does space end? And what exactly are 
black holes? Darren starts describing but Vicky interrupts: “Erm, didn’t you 
actually find 12 more?” The students’ eyes widen and they still: will we ever 
find life on another planet? Darren responds: “we are doing our best, we are 
looking, maybe I’m currently speaking to the person who’s going to be the 
first to find alien life.” After the conversation the students comment – “but 
they look like normal people they look just like me. And they are thinking I 
could do this. I could really do this, for real, in my life.”

Writhlington Secondary School 2015
School Without Walls’ Digital Portal with artist Lucy Cassidy
School Without Walls, the egg theatre and 5x5x5=creativity 
Mentors: Liz Elders, Penny Hay



Glow
Stitch in Time workshops are weekly textile and music reminiscence 
workshops held every Friday morning, between 9:30am – 12pm 
on Combe Ward Day Room. The workshops are led by our Artist in 
Residence Edwina Bridgeman and Musician in Residence Frankie 
Simpkins, and a team of dedicated volunteers and provide patients 
and their families’ opportunities to engage with a collection of 
memorabilia and artefacts.

The workshops are entirely patient-led and include a number 
of activities such as singing, knitting, drawing, printing and 
storytelling. The workshop places the patient at the centre of the 
experience, respecting the patient responsibly through exploration 
and discovery in a supportive and enriching environment.

Stitch in Time 2015
Art at the Heart of the RUH



Glow
A museum at Freshford
Found objects - a beach ball, a rusty tin... amongst feathers, 
pine cones, shells and sticks-became the basis for an interest in 
“collections’ and a source of inspiration for fantasies to take root and 
grow. Fragments of walks brought back to the classroom in the form 
of memories, photographs and sounds were important in themselves, 
providing an echo of what was there. We shared our treasures, their 
meanings and connections, giving time to listen, linger, wonder and 
speculate. The children created a “museum” a way of sharing an 
ongoing fascination with collections and “precious stuff” ...its contents 
connecting them to family, friends and the world around them.

One of the children thinking about the museum and the objects within,

“Eyes are outside and doors are outside. Heart is inside and those 
things are inside. You are seeing the inside of something when you 
see it with your heart- you find out more and more.”

Freshford Primary School 2007
Artists: Catharine Naylor and Tessa Richardson-Jones
Mentor: Penny Hay



Glow
Lily “Outside is outside the door.”
‘Can you see it?’
“No”
‘Can you feel it?”
“No its too cold.”
Can you hear the outside?
Tilly “You can hear the wind.”
Lily “You can hear the wind whistling in the trees.”
Jo “You can’t hear the clouds.”  
How big is it?
“It’s this big.” (arms outstretched) 
“it’s much bigger” 
How big? 
They say it’s as big as the room; it goes to the edge of Bath; it goes as far as London. 
Is London outside? 
“Yes.” 
Jo “The sky is much bigger than in here.” Lily; “The sky is as big as the whole world.”

How are we going to get the outside inside? 
Lily “You could put all of the things inside outside, and put all of the outside inside”  
Jo “You can’t get the sky inside” 
 Lily “A person could go up a very very very long ladder and get the sun and the sky and 
the birds and get them inside.  If it’s midnight, you could get the moon and the stars.” 
Lily “We could break it and then it would fall into a box.” 
Jo “You can’t hold the sky because it’s not made of metal.” 
Thomas “If we open the window it could get in.”
Lily:”If we open all of the windows all of the world outside would come in, and all the 
inside would go out.” 

(Questions in italics were posed by the adults.)

An extract from a 40 minute conversation between 3-4 year olds about 
“outside” and their wish to bring the outside inside. It followed their 
exploration of the environment where questions were posed to them. 

The children were creating ideas together about how the world works, 
exploring what it is and is not, to evolve an agreed theory. Questions 
were genuine and open resulting in a mixture of playful imagination 
and enquiry. All the children’s languages were promoted: in this 
example expressive, symbolic, logical and relational.

Kinder Garden Nursery Bath: ‘Outside-inside’ 2005
Artist: Deborah Aguirre Jones
Educator: Liz Elders
Mentor: Mary Fawcett



Glow
My Stomach 
Catherine asked us to close our eyes to imagine a journey through 
our body. 
A clear, vivid image appeared and it was my stomach! - not a 
scientific image, but my own. Small, medium and giant bubbles 
popped depending on size. If it was small, it popped one second 
before it was made, medium can live like a normal bubble! Finally 
the big one lasts as long as two of them put together and more.

How I gave my heart on this piece. If I never gave such love it may 
not be here for you to see.

School Without Walls, the egg theatre and 5x5x5=creativity 2014 
St Michaels CofE Junior School Bath
Artist: Catherine Lamont-Robinson
Mentor: Liz Elders



Glow
When learning flows…
 At Saint Andrew’s Primary School we have been trying to catch 
and bottle “glow moments”. Teachers have chosen these 25 
images identifying the following qualities: co-operation, children 
independently building up and expanding their ideas, perseverance 
and team work happening by itself, fascinations, concentration, 
contentment, magic knowing moments, enthusiasm, gasping in 
awe, unspoken communication, focus and enjoyment, newfound 
ability to communicate and do, sitting together and working in 
harmony, sharing roles, kindly direction of others, creativity – 
coming into their own when making something new, explaining and 
being intrigued, harmony, deep involvement and engagement, lost 
in time, absorbed in beautiful learning.

St Andrew’s Primary School Bath 2015
Mentors: Liz Elders and Penny Hay



Glow
Being an artist
Jamie was able to find a vehicle for expressing his fascinations 
in boats and ships, spending an intense amount of time drawing, 
researching and transforming his smaller drawings into large scale 
drawings and models. He developed his confidence in his own ideas 
and was able to share these with other children and adults.

Being treated as artists allows children to explore their own ideas 
and how they can be developed. They become involved in exploring 
art practice in conversation with others, asking good questions, 
making sense, understanding and developing work in a supportive 
environment.

Batheaston Primary School 2010
Artist: Edwina Bridgeman 
Cultural Centre: Victoria Art Gallery Bath
Mentor: Penny Hay



Glow
I just really like the sentiments expressed in the picture although 
visually it isn’t striking.

It just embodies what I observed; through the creative learning 
process the children ‘grew’ and became ‘better’ people. Then from 
a better standing they are able grow again and again and again… 

Ben Summers, Deputy Headteacher

St Michael’s CofE Junior School, Bath
School Without Walls 2013
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